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Scottish Parliamentary Election - Thursday 5 May 2016
(Name) Constituency/(Name) Region
Notice of Counting of Votes



I, (RO Name), Returning Officer at the above Election hereby give you notice that the counting of the votes cast in said election will take place in (Venue and address).

The count will take place as follows:-

(Add details re Count)

I will advise you of more detailed plans to manage the count.  To avoid the potential for overcrowding around count tables it is necessary to limit the number of counting agents each candidate may appoint.  Parties are encouraged to co‑ordinate the activities of all of their appointed agents to ensure full coverage of the count.

I give you notice that the number of counting agents you may appoint to attend the counting of the votes is (No). Notice in writing of the appointments stating the names and addresses of the persons appointed must be given to me not later than (date).  I have provided your Election Agent with forms for this purpose but please note that you are required to sign these prior to their submission to me.

You will be aware that aside from the Returning Officer and his staff, and accredited observers, Elections Rules authorise, in addition to duly appointed counting agents, only candidates and a guest each and election agents to be present at the counting of the votes unless other persons are permitted by the Returning Officers.  Please note there is no specific provision for a candidate’s spouse to attend.  

Confirmation of the clearing down of the electronic counting system to allow the count to start will take place at (time).  The postal ballot batches will be registered and moved to scanning.  Scanning of the postal votes will commence (time and date) to enable an efficient start of the count process.
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