
Scottish Independence Referendum – 18 September 2014 

Retrieving a cancelled postal vote that has been returned and has 
gone through the opening process (SIRA 2013 Sch 2 para 41) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

*The following details should be recorded: 

 the name and number of the elector as stated in the polling list (or, in the case of an 

elector who has an anonymous entry, only their electoral number) 

 the unique identifying number of the cancelled postal ballot paper 

 the unique identifying number of any replacement postal ballot paper that has been 

issued to the elector 

 where the postal voter is a postal proxy, the name and address of the postal proxy 

 

Retrieve the postal voting statement from the 

appropriate packet, receptacle or box 

During an opening session, open the relevant 

postal ballot box and retrieve the ballot paper.  

While doing this, you must keep the ballot 

papers face down and take precautions to 

prevent anyone seeing the votes on the ballot 

papers. You must not look at the corresponding 

number list used at the issue of postal ballots 

 

 

You should organise a 

system of batching 

postal ballot papers to 

aid the retrieval of any 

cancelled postal 

votes. 

 

 

Any retrieval of 

documents must be 

done in full view of 

those who are entitled 

to be present at the 

postal vote opening. 

You must show them 

the ballot paper 

numbers on any 

cancelled documents. 

 

 

Mark the retrieved documents as ‘cancelled’. 

Attach the cancelled ballot paper to the 

corresponding postal voting statement. Place 

the cancelled documents in the relevant packet 

and seal it.  Record cancelled votes on a list.*  

 

Any agents present 

may apply their own 

seal to the resealed 

postal ballot box. 

Reseal the postal ballot box. 
(unless it has been opened for the purpose of 

counting the votes) 


