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Voter ID data from 4 May polls – information we plan to release and when 

Following Electoral Commission guidance, the insert council/area name Returning Officer plans to release voter ID data for 4 May polls by insert achievable date of choice agreed with your Returning Officer and elections manager - 12 May 2023 is the deadline for submitting data to the Electoral Commission so all collation and checks should be complete by that date at the latest.

The data will include the total number of electors who went to vote at a polling station but were not issued a ballot paper by the close of poll. 

We will also supply the total number of electors who were not initially issued a ballot paper in a polling station, but then came back with accepted ID and were able to vote. 

Contextualised information about the total number of electors who were eligible to vote in person on 4 May and the number of ballot papers issued in polling stations will also be provided.

[bookmark: _Hlk132974694]For councils using paper Voter Identification Evaluation Forms 

If you do not plan on releasing information immediately, include It will not be possible to release voter ID data immediately after the close of poll. This is because: 
· Elector turnout numbers are only available once all ballot boxes are returned, and all ballot papers verified.  
· The priority after the close of poll will be verifying and counting votes.  
· Paper forms are being used to collect voter ID information, so time is needed to collate and quality assure information from every polling station   
 
For councils using electronic Voter Identification Evaluation Forms 

If you do not plan on releasing information immediately, include It will not be possible to release voter ID data immediately after the close of poll: 
· Although we are using electronic methods to collect voter ID data, data still needs to be collated and checked.   
· Elector turnout numbers will only be available once all ballot boxes have been returned and all ballot papers verified. 
· The priority after the close of poll will be verifying and counting votes. 

We will not release any data during polling hours as it would be incomplete. Electors may return to the polling station and be able to vote after initially being turned away. 

We would caution against using or sharing anecdotal evidence from external parties as fact during or after polling day, as this will not be a full and accurate picture. 

Once available, voter ID data will be published on our website and sent directly to key stakeholders including candidates and agents, and the media. National figures will be collated and released in due course by the Electoral Commission. 
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